There is powerful scientific
evidence that low-cost
interventions which facilitate
and support ‘nurturing care’
for children in their first
years of life contribute to
lifelong health, wellbeing and
productivity with economic
impacts which far outweigh
the investment costs.

T

Nurturing Care –
the basis for
lifelong health
and wellbeing

he world’s most prestigious
medical journal, The Lancet,

has published three scientific
papers and six commentaries on
early childhood development.
Production of the series, Advancing

Early Childhood Development:
From Science to Scale, was led by
Professor Linda Richter, Director of
the DST-NRF Centre of Excellence in
Human Development.
The launch took place in
Washington D.C. in October 2016
to coincide with the World Bank
Summit: ‘Investing in the Early
Years for Growth and Productivity’,
as part of its Annual Meeting of
Finance Ministers.

“

‘Nurturing care’ is characterised by a stable
environment that promotes affectionate relationships,
health and nutrition, protection from threats, and
opportunities for early learning.

The series, which brings
together the work of 45 authors
from 22 institutions around the
globe, considers new scientific
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